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Abstract

This article is an Arabic translation of an English article by Dr. Ahmad Issa Faraj
AbdulKareim (Associate Professor in the Department of Archaeology\ Omar Al-
Mukhtar University); and Paul Bennett (Canterbury Archaeological Trust and
Head of Mission, Society for Libyan Studies, UK). The article was published in
2013 in the Journal of Libyan Studies/ London, volume 44, pages 103-106.

This article discusses Libya's archaeological heritage, which is facing a great
threat from several factors, particularly from uncontrolled urban expansion,
which increased after February 17, 2011. The article highlights the causes of
uncontrolled urban expansion and the different difficulties that relevant
authorities are facing in preventing encroachment on archaeological sites.

The article states that the case of the ancient city of Cyrene and the threats to

its archaeological heritage are not exceptions. Although the article focuses on
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the threats to Cyrene, it proposes guidelines for the protection of Libyan
archaeological heritage in general. The article also does not ignore the
significant efforts being made by relevant authorities, researchers,
stakeholders, and civil society organizations to address these threats to
archaeological sites.

The authors put forward several proposals and plans to mitigate the threats
facing the archaeological heritage in Libya in general, and in the city of Cyrene
in particular. In their opinion, these proposals and plans can only be
implemented with the participation of everyone, including the important role
played by local civil society, educational institutions, and government bodies
responsible for planning, not to mention the important role of the authorities
responsible for managing and protecting antiquities.

Moreover, the administrative oversight bodies and their role in ensuring
management, as well as the role of legal authorities in enacting strict laws to
prevent encroachment on archaeological heritage, and other government
bodies, are important and effective means of ensuring the effective protection
of archaeological heritage, not only in Cyrene, but across the country.
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