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"Unplanned Urban Sprawl on Coastal Areas and its Impact on
Tourism Sustainability:

A Case Study of Susa City, Libya"
'Abdelgadir. F. Ali 2Zaynab.M. Alfirjani
1‘2Department of Tourism Studies, Omar Al-Mukhtar University,Libya

Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the impact of unplanned urban expansion on the
sustainability of tourism in the Libyan city of Sousa. The study adopted a
descriptive-analytical approach,

using a questionnaire to collect data from a sample of the city's residents. The
findings revealed a widespread phenomenon of unplanned urban expansion,
characterized by randomness, primarily attributed to weak law enforcement. The
study showed that tourism-related use dominates this expansion, with a notable
lack of adherence to building permits.

The results confirmed a significant negative impact of this expansion on the
coastal environment, manifested in beach pollution, waste accumulation, and
deterioration of water quality. The study also proved that unplanned urban
expansion severely harms the tourism sector by distorting landscapes, reducing
the city's attractiveness, and degrading the quality of tourism services, thereby
negatively affecting local development in general. Respondents unanimously
agreed on the urgent need for efforts to protect beaches and develop sustainable
tourism. The study recommended strengthening oversight, developing
sustainable urban plans, regulating tourism development, protecting the
environment, and promoting community participation.

Keywords: Unplanned Urban Expansion, Tourism Sustainability, Sousa City,
Coastal Environment, Local Development.
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