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The relationship between implementing the internal audit
function and achieving sustainable development in the banking
sector (an applied study on a sample of Libyan commercial
banks)

Sana Abdulaziz Abdulsalam

accounting department - faculty of Economics - Omar Mukhtar University
Abstract:

The study aims to know the extent of the contribution of the application of internal audit
activities to achieving the environmental, social and economic dimensions of sustainable
development through an applied study on Libyan commercial banks in the Green Mountain
region. The study was based on the inductive approach based on studying the theoretical
literature on the topics of internal audit and sustainable development in addition to the
descriptive analytical approach by designing a questionnaire list and distributing it to the study
sample consisting of internal auditors in the commercial banks under study using the statistical
analysis program (SPSS). The study found a direct relationship between the application of the
internal audit function and achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions:
environmental, social and economic. It also found that adopting the environmental and social
dimension as one of the dimensions of sustainable development in commercial banks in Libya
leads to emphasizing scientific and professional specializations when appointing employees in
these banks, and that internal auditors are familiar with the methods necessary to evaluate the
environmental performance of the bank. The study recommended the need for a professional
organization that obliges internal auditors in commercial banks to comply with the requirements
of environmental internal auditing, which would lead to increasing their professional
competence and the effectiveness of the role of internal auditing in achieving sustainable
development in banks.

Keywords: internal auditing, sustainable development, commercial banks
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