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Evaluation of pollution caused by black wells and their impact on
groundwater in Al-Bayda city, Libya (Analytical study)
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3 Faculty of Arts and Sciences, University of Derna, Libya

Abstract

This study aimed to measure some physical, chemical, and biological properties of the
water from certain groundwater wells in the city of Al-Bayda to determine their
suitability for drinking purposes. To achieve this, water samples were collected from
various wells chosen randomly and sent to laboratories for analysis. The analyses
included temperature, pH, electrical conductivity, total dissolved solids, color, turbidity,
total hardness, sodium, calcium, magnesium, carbonates and bicarbonates, chloride,
ammonia, iron, chlorine, nitrates, and phosphates. The obtained results were compared
with Libyan standard specifications and the World Health Organization (WHO)
guidelines.

The results showed that the concentration of total dissolved solids in the tested samples
was within the standard limits, except for six wells where the concentrations exceeded
the Libyan standard. For color, only one sample did not meet the WHO standards, and
two samples exceeded the Libyan standards. The turbidity level in the study samples
was within WHO standards, while it exceeded the Libyan drinking water standards in
11 of the studied wells. the bicarbonate concentration in the studied samples was within
both Libyan and international standards. The nitrate concentrations in the study samples
were higher than those permitted by WHO and Libyan standards in 3 and 11 wells,
respectively. Only two of the tested samples had phosphate levels exceeding the
permissible standards.

Microbiological analysis results showed that, except for six wells, all the studied wells
were contaminated. This contamination might be attributed to the observed high
chlorine concentration in the uncontaminated wells.

Keywords: Water pollution, groundwater wells, sewage tanks, Al-Bayda.
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609) (15) siull b das Jil5 (US/cmn) ¢(pas [ Sianss Saa 1089) (2) o8y il 3 1yl Sl s
(s [ S3anns Sa 794.260) ale Jansgias ¢(ams [ yiamss Sa
il ped cdaands st Wyliel (S duball s (8 dlaall bl s dajy (8 Alalad) iyl ()
39l Gaca Gl Jallas il i€y L 5ylall A gal) Aolal) alua) Jalail (o sl dadpall dadaie of <AL
Ll dalsall il gilhae e oIS 53 (1) Sl sl (WHO) Gaallad) daal) dakiial Tasha gy 7 sacall
CulS g (Te1) LY laele ol slial gy zgacsall 39an) an SV nen ol el Gapladd Lausilly
¢ Faeall) Claliall sluey Lghshi dams sbuall (ysf A dyla clyas ) lld judy M85 cOlbialgall dplan e
e Ajlie Ll (WHO Gilialsal s gy zsacal) 3gaal) |, pain cul€ 51Sall i o 3lais ey (2021
e By i (1) laele copall shad ley zsamsal) 30l ana cilS duag ) HLY) Gl daull) enlial
S AR Ligamall g Asgumall Slsally cdally Jolly Al (35180 Sia ARl Liliall Ssall 35mg ) IS
Glisall 50l Jragil) dapn il cuilSy (2022 c2ea) dudlda il A28 G LSy LK) d5a
gl daal) dakiie Ciliealge s Aol Luwldl) Cilialgal) (Uai Cyaa dusg jaall
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TD S &<l 4530 3Ll pH uag bl pB) o (3-4) dsas

L g samall 3gaal) LA<) L o) | gl BB | R
Laallal) daaal) Lakiia Cilicalga o) olsal Lull) Lucilidl) cildualgal) alidl) Basg
WHO 2020:10 J G » F 2
LA LA o) | gl QBN | A L3N ) | g ongd) ad) daal)
1500 > 8.5:6.5 500 > 8.5:6.5

v v v v 455 68| 1
v v x v 708 7.1 2
v v v v 455 76 | 3
v v v v 355 69| 4
v v v v 441 6.8 5
v v * v 561 72| 6
v v v v 459 7.1 7
v v v v 413 69| 8
v v v v 339 7.3 9
v v * v 559 8.3 | 10
v v * v 541 8 | 11
v v x v 532 8.2 | 12
v v v v 340 71| 13
7 v v v 451 68 | 14
v v v v 299 69 | 15
v v v v 359 7.3 | 16
v v v v 397 6.7 | 17
v v v v 351 69 | 18
v v v v 360 71| 19
v v v v 339 72| 20
v v x v 548 8 | 21
v v v 371 69 | 22
v v v 3 69 | 23

(Llasal Al o slaieYl Gald) ] (a) 1 jaall
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=4 Jsxs) (7.22) ple lassio: 8.35 6.5 (i dusgprall JLY) oladd Jingyugll a3l 0 Canglys

Lady . (10) a8y Sl die Jung gl a8yl dad els (17) Jll vie Jung gl o801 A J8 il (3
dad iy (U [pnle 708) Jawsias (2) ) il b dad ol cilass 388 431N ZOY) lgionny (lay
(1 fpale 209) Lussias (15) gl b o
Lly dadgall sbaall ASya (eSay Layy Auhll dilaie (& Ladgall LYY sliad g pagl) o8]l o il
Bl obaall (& g gl 6B o (3l Lady cAdlide dijdia Gk e La)g5e die Lgie ddlide e
Aadllal) daal) dakiie Clocalges Zanlll Zuelidl) Cilbaalgal) 8 Ly zpacsal) 3g0a) (e ilial) il s

docils W WHO @lialse b 40 zsamall (s2all o 3200 250300 ~ DY) il il oyl ol
zyenall aill o el IS (21 12 <11 10 ¢6 ¢2) JLY) 3 A8 ~ DY) 585 Glé dadl) Cilialgall
‘eﬁu&lﬁ\ ‘):\5} c‘;_\:t;‘i)dé.gj\ (15)515 C'_ab:u:i ‘;l s R tlﬂ)‘}” (KYY ‘&_Daﬂ\ blzmx 2\:1.\3”\ QL&A\}A\ Lf a4
(2014 09 aTs Sleddaddl) olaall & aadl 5S35 el 55 cagaiiall S5

posigally agauitally agauallsll asd (4-4) Jgaa

L Zsamall agasll asagall A saiieal) asaadlsl]
Asallall daual) dakiia cilinalga ) ol Aenll) Auladl) cilialgall oabadl) Basg Ad)
WHO 2020:10 J G » Al faale Al faaka A faake
asagall p sasuiical) psaadlsl) asagall a saiical) asaadlsl) o
200 > 150 > 200 > 100 > 150 > 200 >
v v v 4 v v 52 34 100 1
v v v 4 v v 60 35.7 131 2
v v v 4 v v 18 41 92 3
v v v 4 v v 61 31.9 128 4
v v v 4 v v 56 24 119 5
v v v v v v 62 31.9 131 6
v v v v v v 29 28.3 99 7
v v v 4 v v 51 40 109 8
v v v v v v 20 35 142 9
v v v v v v 41.6 29.2 88 10
v v v v v v 43 30 90 11
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v v v v v v 46 29.4 87 12
v v v v v v 17 24.9 115 13
v v v v v v 29 31 98 14
v v v v v v 46 27.7 139 15
v v v v v v 19 49 130 16
v v v v v v 65 42 129 17
v v v v v v 79 34 102 18
v v v v v v 61 27.8 118 19
v v v v v v 53 28.3 119 20
v v v v v v 44.8 21.9 88 21
v v v v v v 54 354 133 22
v v v v v v 64 37.7 141 23

3

(Easal) Al e alaieWl Gl das] () 1 jaal)

taggually agsiially asaallsl) 3.4

(A fone 142) (9) ol 8 Jans psaalSll 585 el o o(4=4) Jgandl o dissal) 5l (p0 ety
shie 8 A el o cpppuiiall duwills (S foale 87) (12) () sl (s 388 Aai 1 L
2 ol Ladg o5 [aake 21.9) (21) &) Ll calas o2ld dad 8 Wl (1) [anle 49) (16) adsall
p) Sl (b e 38 e i Ll (] pale 79) (18) o) il olie (b A el o agpageal
(3] e 17) (13)

Al laalgally cdpalll Cilaalsal) Cran capall sl 4y zgacsal) 390l (e cilS Alacaal) 2@l U<
allall dacall dalaid]

taaally LisaY) 4.4

[eke 6.5) (1) il olaa (& abines o5 Ligadld 385 el o (5-4) o) Jsaalls dial) gibial) e ety
& Aahl) adlgad paallded el cul€y oS [aale 0.1) Jaeas (8 <6) LY 8 dad J8 culasg o
(5 fanke 0.1) &b 385 LT (4) 20ed cilas 3 Aad S8 Ll (1) fanke 0.2) (18) Ll olae
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Laally Liga¥) cligiva (5-4) a8) Jgaa

L2 gsamal) 350a1) Laal) Lisay) Sl

Faallal) daall dadiie clialge ol sl Lkl dalidll e gall ol Bang
WHO 2020:10 J G » 3 ke 3 fle

sl Ligay) Saal) Ligay) Lol

02> 0.5> 0.3> 0.5>
v * v * 0.15 6.5 1
v * v * 0.02 1.2 2
v v v v 0.01 0.1 3
v * v * 0.02 0.9 4
v v v v 0.02 0.4 5
v * v * 0.04 0.9 6
v * v * 0.04 0.6 7
v v v v 0.01 0.1 8
v * v * 0.03 5 9
v * v * 0.05 1 10
v * v * 0.02 0.9 11
v * v * 0.05 0.8 12
v v v v 0.04 0.2 13
v v v v 0.02 0.2 14
v v v v 0.01 0.4 15
v v v v 0.01 0.3 16
v * v * 0.04 0.9 17
v v v v 0.2 0.5 18
v * v * 0.04 1.1 19
v * v * 0.03 0.8 20
v v v v 0.01 0.2 21
v * v * 0.07 1.1 22

v * v * 0.05 1.2 23

(Llasal duhal Ao slaieYl Gald) ] (a) 1 jaall

Glaalgally cdapll) Gilacalsal) s Copdl) sliad 4y gansall 3gaad) ¢ S (14) 20e] (8 Ligal) 585 Holas
(ol Talall Y ddia 8ygemn sls g N1 13 ) et el gy 85 $aallal) daiall daliial daulidl
dach 52anY) e (AT laasial ) ALY el oavall Cayall slia Cisyead (o iy (53
dag el LY e of ARl gill) (g0 G (2016 95315 <Subbarao) cpag sl e (ggia Al
L]l Dlaalgally cdanlll Cliialsall Cawa Cpdll shual 4y Zgacall dgoall canall (o lalginae jolaiy Al
Gaadlall daall Aokl
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A< Adlall cligina (6-4) a3 Jga>

lgs Tomaal) sgaal) bl Basg X!
WHO Zyalal) Aol Aakiie ciiualpa ) olyal Al Aplgll) sl gl A fpate
2020:10 J G »
500 > 500 > Lol

v v 394 1
v v 455 2
v v 404 3
v v 415 4
v v 421 5
v v 465 6
v v 431 7
v v 432 8
v v 500 9
v v 340 10
v v 320 11
v v 390 12
v v 387 13
v v 358 14
v v 374 15
v v 412 16
v v 399 17
v v 431 18
v v 405 19
v v 420 20
v v 310 21
v v 364 22
v v 298 23

(Aasal) Al e alaieWl Gald) das] () 1 sl
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2024 aivw (Y aaad) (S alaal)

cilly ligaSally gl Glisins (7-4) Jsi

g2 g samsal) 3gaal) bl Basg Sl
WHO Zallall daall dabita ciliualga oyl olal Ll Aucll) cilaslgall Al faale
2020:10 J G
HLagil)
b iligSall syl b gyl gl
45> 400 > 200 > 10 > 400 > 200 > ) syl lisyS)

x v v x v v 79.5 397 0 1
* v v * v v 56.5 380 0 2
v v v v v v 7.1 336 0 3
v v v v v v 6.5 330 0 4
v v v x v v 12.3 308 0 5
v v v v v v 9.3 380 0 6
* v v x v v 77.8 399 0 7
v v v v v v 5.6 337 0 8
v v v v v v 3.2 380 0 9
v v v x v v 33 360 0 10
v v v x v v 30 330 0 11
v v v x v v 40 340 0 12
v v v x v v 18 334 0 13
v v v v \ \ 10 312 0 14
v v v x v v 21 366 0 15
v v v v v v 8 339 0 16
v x v x x v 15 405 0 17
v v v x v v 23 400 0 18
v v v v v v 5 312 0 19
v v v v v v 7 398 0 20
v v v v v v 9 317 0 21
v v v v v v 5 385 0 22
v v v v v v 7 380 0 23

(Llasal Al o slaieYl Gald) ] (a) 1 jaall

14alSl) Byl 5.4

Cilasg Ahall adlge Cpy AlSH Byl 0 8 Jasss IR dgag ez (6-4) Jeaad) DA (4
(s Lo ¢ 511/ aale 5005 298) (9) o) i b A<l Bpenall e elg (23) o) il b da
Cildalpall s 1yl oladd 4 mganall (adY) aad) dig el WY msaad LlSH Syunll (g5ina slaiy ol
il Aaall dakiial Locldll il gally ¢l
iy clissSally @lisysl) .6.4
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L3S Comgli 2 gyl Ll ecilign KUY pe el lisal) ilas (7-4) o8 Jgand) b e 2 LS
il i ef s LS (17) () ) 8 (3 fpade 405) 5 (5) ) il b (i fpnle 308)
(5 fpale 3.2) (9) Sl (b culS s s ¢33 [pale 79.5) (1) i) B

Glaalsal) Crun Capdll sl lg msaal) 292l (raca Gl I 3leiy Lad dusgyaall HLY) gaes il
zyamall 353801 (17) a8y i) slaa & LS5 slas 3 cclipy,Sall Lanaills Ll WHO iliaalsay Lol
poadll) i€ o daginal) pdaall 4ibyually A8basl dsatll Clilee ) elly (o o (Sa tls
Sela ol byl W L(Gill, 1997) asdeall sbaall (8 clignyall )l jreaall a3 Ally ¢agsensinally
Apallall daal) Aaliial Ll lacalsall oo oyl ol 4y gacsall 3gaall Lusg pall HLYI 3 Lalgine
Mgty zgacall 2l i (11) cliglad a8 Aall) lacalgal) ) il L (7 2 1) LY sl
((EPA, 2014) de bl saewYly cililgsall dags el Caupast ) o) pay

b gdlly ) slSlly sl 7.4

5(9) S A (A faake 0.51) G bl wdloe sl Sligiss Gl o(8-4) ) dsaadl o0
555 Wl o fpale 134) (19) 6y Sl (3 2ol (sgiene el o(13) Ul (8 (Ll /pale 0.01)
(A pade T.1) (5) Sl 2 lussil) o 2ilSy o A foale 26.4) (21) o) Sl (B Al 38 205K
1 (8) aaad sy (LAl fpada 0) ol i 2a8 g

i pilly 2y oiclly slsl)l Cligious (8-4) Jyan

s g samall 3gaal) oaladll Basg il
WHO ZLuallall daual) Lakiia cildialge ol olaal Ll Aalidl) ciliasl gall A [aake
2020:10 J G »
Lokl

i gall 5 sl i gl 51 sl

0.5> 200 > 0.5> # 150 > 0.1> sl ! s
v v v # v \ 0.3 121 0.06 1
v v v # 4 \ 0.2 118 0.04 2
v v v # v \ 0.2 99 0.06 3
v v v # v v 0 112 0.04 4
x \ \ # v v 7.1 130 0.06 5
v v v # 4 * 0.2 112 0.14 6
v v v # v \ 131 0.06 7
v v v # v v 100 0.1 8
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v v x # v * 0.1 120 0.51 9
v v v # v v 0.2 82.3 0.06 10
v v % & v v 0.1 82.9 0.07 11
x v % # v v 0.8 81.9 0.05 12
v v v # v v 0 124 0.01 13
v v v # v v 109 0.05 14
v v % & v v 0.1 114 0.07 15
v v v # v * 101 0.17 16
v v v # v v 120 0.03 17
v v v # v \ 0.2 109 0.04 18
v v v # v v 0 134 0.01 19
ve v v # v v 0.1 125 0.14 20
v v v # v * 0.2 26.4 0.15 21
v v v # v * 0.2 95 0.14 22
v v v # v * 0.4 108 0.17 23

(asal) Al e alaieWl Gl das] () 1 jaal)

Lol laalgall Crn oyl slaal 4 Zganeal) 2gaall slSH e lalgine Holaty ol Ay prall HLY) aaes
D1 (6) clislas aa Gl claialsal) ageads Glais Led Ll (9) ll elitial el daall dakiidl
Llaally sbaal) 8)olS @l 8 Loy cyiall ddaddl) e il Coghll Eas und) a5 ¢4y Zsansall aall
«(WHO, 2023) dubsall sbaad) N cililiilly aeall Copuall dadail (ga iyl Jois sl ¢ o)y 3l o liall
Slaalgall Can eyl oliad 43 Zgassal) 3g0all lalgine Jolat Al Lusgyaall LY poan (8 2)5l<0 Ll
3538l (12 ¢5) SV 3 lawsill (sina Jolat a8y Aaadlel) dacall daliiad Lkl cilinalgally cdpll
BrausY) aladial 15 Gl < sy ¢Aaallall daial) dadaial Luslitl) Ciliaalgal lag (opdll slial 4y 7 sacedll
Pla e Ll ) deay (535 Jessl) Gaalian A pasieadlly elall 3 QI liesgdl) s o) Elin il
dals jules 2ag D Al Clecalsall ageads Wl (2006 s als 1) Wle aal) Coyal) ol

easlgng Sl Jallasl) 7.4
Cilas 3 Aahall adlse (o oaslong Kaall Sishll Gilbigies Gan Al (9-4) &) Jsanll minse o0 LS
(pkle 100 /0) LT (6) 220 b claes 388 e J5F Ul o ilile 100 /236) (1) glsall b dai e
s )l olal 4 zgansall dgandl cAusgaall HLY) (mns (A aslsng Kol Siglill (sima glad uda
DL 8L L QLY el slae aa oaall Capeall ol ol ) daallall daiall dalaial i) cilialsall
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Clialsall b s zyamsall 231 e UV Al 3 5l Cansi £ Uil G g Soal) Chaghill (a agla 0350 358
Aallall daall Aalial Al Cilialgally cdwll) Ll
SRS (g Saal) Judall) il G (9-4) Jssn

L goamall 2l Qb)) Bang
WHO dallall daal) dakiie cilinalse o) olsal dasll) ducelsdl) il gal) Sl [ acn g
2020:10 J 3 »
Al S
Total coliform Pathogen E.Coli Pathogen E.Coli
Al 100/0 | e 100/0 | sl 100/0 100/0 100/0 Pathogen E.Coli
236 * * * x Al 100/230 | 100/236 1
Sl
56 * * * x sl 100/22 100/34 2
ille
8 v x v * AL 100/0 | iu.100/8 | 3
33 v x v x ALl 100/0 100/33 4
Sl
42 v x v x Alds 100/0 100/42 5
Al
0 v v v f A 100/0 | L1000 | 6
46 x x * x Al 100/3 100/43 7
Sl
1 v x v x A 100/0 | su.100/1 | 8
0 v v v v Aa100/0 | ALL100/0 | 9
57 v x v x Alds 100/0 100/57 10
Sl
52 * * x x Al 100/22 100/30 11
Sl
97 * * x x sl 100/68 100/29 12
Sl
51 v x v x ALl 100/0 100/51 13
Sl
22 v x v x #lla 100/0 100/22 14
Sl
12 * * x x sl 100/2 100/10 15
Sl
0 v v v v A4 100/0 | £L.100/0 | 16
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42 v v v x Alds 100/0 100/42 17
il

35 v v v x Alda 100/0 100/35 18
sl

50 v v v * Al 100/0 100/50 19
Sl

1 v v v * AL 100/0 | £a100/1 | 20

0 v v v v A4 100/0 | su.100/0 | 21

0 v v v v A4 100/0 | ALL100/0 | 22

0 v v v v Ada100/0 | sLl100/0 | 23

(Aasal) Al Ao alaieWl Gl das] () 1 aal)
by L5

sl (Apallel) daall dalaial By g 7 gansall 390al) (raca il il alaear LISH 28030 LYY .1
Al clealgall Cajglan U A

- WHO clialge ga (ladi ol sasly dueg cdanlll gaal) GallA olie :06lll

S 11 G Gall) gl @yglas oK1« WHOGalsal Gy Ly = gansall 39l (para il 5lSa0

caly i el L msecall 20l faca cilS il adiea: ilig Kl .

85 WHO Clialgal Gy HLT M 8 lgs zgamall 39l il i) il sine yglas siliasilly <l
b e 3 agaal) jglat Cilbusdlly cdall) cilialsall g i 11

Dol 35 o Un)) Juads dske ye LT e oLy Bgle <l HLY) aliea tdiaglsug Sl Jdlaill L6

b

N = WD

taluasil).6

rday sl cluglaall luags .1

Mo Aiaaiund) Lalig Coyeall S (e JA cladl s Ciyen sbae 305 2im 8 gha)

o in g Saly Slasl Gighill e dlle ciligine L gl Al LY sladn) Qi ) .o

ceill dalla ye ol Sl el ate olaal Lgialles
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Al ey Lo Cpilgally iloll (b diaall Cilgall e aay

@i e ellly dosiall Hulaall Laliill lacal LY paes e Jaliy (5)50 26) allai olish agi .0
bl Gl sjgany daita

Al alal) Gl ciluagi .3
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Ll ey clealall e ogleall Pl
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