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Abstract:

This study examines community violence as a form of
structural violence disproportionately affecting youth, who
frequently encounter social pressures and marginalization.
It aims to assess the prevalence of violence against young
people in Libyan society, identify its primary sources, and
explore the role of gender in shaping such experiences. The
study also highlights the mechanisms of exclusion and
marginalization that limit youth participation and well-
being.

2026 A descriptive approach was adopted, combining

quantitative and qualitative methods. Data were collected
through an online questionnaire administered to 315
participants, which included both closed-ended items for
statistical analysis and open-ended items for qualitative
interpretation.

Findings reveal that community violence against youth
extends beyond direct manifestations to include structural
and symbolic dimensions, such as economic
marginalization, political exclusion, and socio-cultural
pressures. The results call for a reconsideration of
prevailing stereotypes that portray youth as instigators of
violence, emphasizing instead their position as victims of
intersecting forms of structural violence.

Keywords: Youth, Community Violence, Structural

Violence
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